3-year project, combining research and neuroscience, examines dance audiences
Watching Dance website
'Watching Dance: Kinesthetic Empathy' uses audience research and neuroscience to explore how dance spectators respond to and identify with dance. Arguments have been made that dance audiences can experience physical and imaginative effects of movement without actually moving their bodies; that is, spectators can react in certain respects as if they were moving, or preparing to move. However, these views have remained controversial.  Current techniques of neurophysiological investigation make it possible to investigate these claims more closely. [Our] results will provide, for the first time, strong grounds on which to assess the role of kinesthetic response in dance spectatorship. In addition to having a decisive impact on the field of dance studies (with implications for reception of other art forms), this knowledge will be valuable for audience development and education.  The insights into responses to dance and the context in which it is seen by spectators with different levels of experience will be helpful to those seeking to widen access and will thereby potentially enrich the cultural experience and quality of life of greater numbers of people. 
FROM TC: Although the final report on this research won't be available until later, their website does include some results from the earlier portion of their research: 
         How audience members watch different styles of dance
         The effect of sound and music on audience response to dance
         The kinds of language audiences use to describe their experiences watching dance 

